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A first glance at this text of 432 pages devoted
to, in essence, two antibiotics vancomycin and
teicoplanin, might leave one thinking that the
editor has been overly generous to his contribu-
tors. Such thoughts are, however, quickly dis-
pelled as the various chapters unravel in a logical
sequence describing the renewed clinical and sci-
entific interest in these compounds.

Chapter 1 sets the scene on the discovery,
classification and occurrence of the glycopeptide
antibiotics. Detailed descriptions are given of the
screening assays used to discover the compounds.
Chapter 2 follows with discussion of purification
and separation techniques ranging from classical
ion-exchange to affinity and HPLC methods. De-
tailed descriptions are given for vancomycin and
teicoplanin, and also for avoparcin which is used
commercially as a feed additive for growth pro-
motion in domestic animals. Chemical aspects of
the compounds are dealt with in detail in Chap-
ters 3, 4 and 5. These describe firstly, the ad-
vances made towards total synthesis of van-
comycin and similar chemical structures leading
on to chemical considerations of the carbohy-

drate components of glycopeptide antibiotics and
finally dealing with structure-activity relationships
of vancomycin antibiotics.

Later chapters are concerned with the activity
of the compounds. A useful description of the
mechanism of action of the compounds is given in
Chapter 6 together with a consideration of the
impact of the development of resistance on use.
This aspect is discussed well in relation to the
continuing need to find new antibiotics active
against resistant strains. Vancomycin and te-
icoplanin are then considered separately and in
depth in relation to their analytical quantifica-
tion, antimicrobial activity, pharmacokinetics and
toxicology. Although this book applauds the value
of vancomycin and teicoplanin, in particular, the
final clinical overview is not afraid to suggest that
new agents are required with an improved safety
profile and more potent — especially against resis-
tant enterococci and staphylococci.

Qverall, this is a book providing useful and
comprehensive information on a small group of
antibiotics having a large role to play in the fight
against infection. Academics working in the area,
certainly, and clinicians will find the book a use-
ful addition to their library.
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